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Abstract

In 2012, an internet friend called “Rice” in her Sina micro-blog
released “I have depression, so I want to die without important reasons.
You do not have to care about my leave. Bye now!” Subsequently it was
confirmed by the local police that the girl who released this micro-blog
and was a college student in Nanjing had died. We are very sorry to hear
this news. The girl’s death is very regretful accident.

Micro-blog is currently the most popular real-time communication
tool of the network community in Mainland. In an anonymous network
environment, many patients with depression like “Rice" are willing to
express their real thoughts and treatment by micro-blog. This study
focuses on narrative contents which appear frequently in the micro-blogs
of patients with depression. Respectively coded 1000 micro-blogs
meeting linguistic request are employed for the study, and analysis of
frequently-used words is made on the basis of their contents. By analysis
of frequently-used words, it is found out that besides nonsense words like
prepositions, words relating to emotion are used in high frequency.
According to the context of these words, these high frequency words are
analyzed in many respects, such as their imagination for “death”, their
hope for “life”, and their desperation for “themselves”. From these, we
can explore their thoughts, and know what topic they care about, because
the patients with tendency of suicide tend to express their feelings and
thoughts by micro-blog. In addition, both the micro-blog intonation and
its interaction are simply coded, in order to acquire intonation and
interactive information.

Through forward observation on young melancholic patients by
micro-blog, more attention will be paid to what they care about, the
narrative respects mentioned in micro-blog and their self-construction.
This will also provide research basis for writing narrative of mental
illness.

Keywords: Young, writing, micro-blog, depressed patients
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