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The study of story strategy, values, and meanings of fairy tale
advertisements in Taiwan

(abstract)

In such a competitive market, advertisers often utilize fairy tales as

their advertising theme to get more attention from their target consumers.

“Cinderella” and “Snow White” are the two most stories advertisers
employed.

Past research has not yet been touching this topic so far. Hence, the
purpose of this study is to discover the values portrayed and meanings
conveyed in these ads using content analysis and semiotics respectively.

The research found that 16 values have usually been portrayed in these
ads. They are as follows in order: being popular, fashionable, happiness,
beautiful, an exciting life, independent, young & energetic, sexy,
affection, hedonism, wisdom, family life, a comfortable, courage, affluent,
and capable. The research also found that the 5 most portrayed values in

“Cinderella” ads are : being popular,”  “fashionable,”  “happiness,”
“beautiful,” and “an exciting life.” And the 5 most portrayed values
in “Snow White” ads are: “being popular,”  “beautiful,”
“fashionable,”  “young & energetic,” and “an exciting life.”

In order to compare the meanings conveyed using 2 different story
strategies, 8 ads (4 apply and 4 overthrow) have then been selected on the
same basis of product category. Then, semiotics has been used to analyze
the above 8 ads. The research found ads using different story strategy
actually conveyed different meanings. The ads employ “apply” strategy
convey traditional meanings such as: “beautiful,”  “happiness,” and

“being popular,” whereas the ads employ “overthrow” strategy tends to
convey more modern meanings such as: “sexy,”  “courage,”
“independent,” and “fashionable.”

Keywords: Fairy tale advertisements, story strategy, values, meanings,
Cinderella
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