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Interaction of children’s aesthetic horizon and image-text of picturebook
Abstract

This article bases on reception aesthetic theory perspective to explore children’s
interpretation of picturebooks and their aesthetic responds.

From reception aesthetic theory, aesthetic responds come from text, reader’s
horizon and aesthetic effects which fused by interaction of audience and works.
Inviting structure of picturebook include two systems, image text and word-text. In
image text, pictures are composed by visual elements, syntax systems, representation
objects and schematized levels. Word-text of picturebook supports image system to
tell whole story.

The author find that expectation of pictorial narrative come from children’s
expectancy of picturebooks, their genre knowledge and daily-life experiences.
Children’s visual literacy which came from reading comics and playing video games
also played an important role of interpreting pictorial narrative. In the context of
visual culture, children’s visual literacy of picturebook was one of important
dimensions to explore reader-response criticism.

Keywords: aesthetic experience, reception aesthetics, narrative expectancy,
visual literacy, picturebook
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