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The gender implications in the commercial films of the

Mahjong online games
Abstract

The research explored gender stereotypes on the 19 commercials of Mahjong online games
from 2009 to 2010 in Taiwan. Semiotic analyzing and content analysis methods were used in
exploring the gender stereotypes, sexually implication, gender role meanings which were shown
in these kinds of commercials and how the audiences gaze.

The study finds that actresses in the commercials are frequently scantily clad, almost
exposed, and the clothing is characterized by role-playing costumes. However the actresses are
always play the informal, specific occupations or roles such as nurses, maids, and flight
attendants. And the online Mahjong commercials usually take a combination of actresses’
affectedly sweet voices, subtitles, voice-overs, shootings to show a sexually implication in order
to attract the audiences’ gaze. And no men’s characters are appeared in some commercials. It
posits that the commercials with full of girls are produced to serve the men’s

lust.

Keywords: gender role, gender stereotype, online game, commercial film
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