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Adolescents’ Self-image and Internet Usage in Taiwan

Wei-wei Vivian Huang, Ph.D.

Professor,Dept. of Radio and Television, National Chengchi University
CEO, Cyber Angel’ s Pick (CAP)/Watch Internet Network (WIN)

English Abstract

Individuals’ self concept may be diversified from different gender. The influence of
peers upon adolescents’ attitudes, thought, as well as behaviors is an essential issue.
Social networks could be identified as internet peer relationship, which play important role of
adolescents’ interpersonal relationship.

The concept of self-image refers to individuals’ impression on themselves including
self-confidence, relationship with others, and consciousness on how others think about
oneself.

Most primary school students start to learn formal computer lessons since level 3.  This
research, based on face-to-face questionnaire survey of 6457 students from 49 primary
schools and 47 junior high schools, will explore the following questions:

1. What are adolescents’ self-images in Taiwan?

2. Would adolescents’ internet usage affect their self-image? How?

Most primary school students start to learn formal computer lessons since level 3.  This
research, based on face-to-face questionnaire survey of 6457 students from 49 primary
schools and 47 junior high schools, will explore the following questions:

In general, adolescents’ self-image can be divided into appearance oriented, social
oriented, and achievement oriented. These relate to so called material self and social self by
William James.

The results show that gender, level, social networks, and parents’ social economic status
would affect adolescents’ self-image in Taiwan.
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