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Mainland’s Triple Play
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Associate Professor, Dept. of Radio and TV, Ming Chuang University

Abstract

Since the 80’s and 90’s of the 20century, US government has been playing a
leading role in “digital convergence”. The move made by the US government,
such as the break-up of original AT&T in 1984 and the enactment of
Telecommunication Act in 1996, has been followed by the British and Japan.

Digital convergence has become more and popular in the world.

In Taiwan, under the “ Development Project of Digital Convergence” of the
Executive Yuan, the National Communications Commission (NCC) has amended
the three major laws in broadcasting, including the Satellite Broadcasting Act, the
Cable Radio and Television Act and Radio and Television Act. It is expected by
the Taiwanese Government that the goal for the deregulation in crossing and
running cable television and telecommunication enterprises will be achieved in the

year of 2015.

In Mainland China, “Triple Play” means the policy of Chinese Government in
converging of telecommunication networks, broadcasting networks and the

internet. The decision of the triple play was announced by Premier Wen-jia Bau on
4



January 13", 2010 and 2011 will be the first year to accelerate this policy in its

five-year plan.

This study aimed at the comparative study between the policy of
Taiwan and Mainland China on “digital convergence” and “triple
player” . The issues created by the abovementioned policies across the

Taiwan Strait will be discussed and analyzed hereby.

The study finds out that in terms of administrative organization, policy
contents and implementation items there are different applications for this
digital technology based on the different background across the strait. As for
the issues in China’s policy on “triple play”, the following topics are
included: a so-called “conspiracy theory” that the broadcasting system
1s facing, as a public service the broadcasting system is unable to fight
against the profitable telecommunication system, and the broadcasting has
to keep the current web users. However, the contents should be controlled
by ideology of the Chinese communist government even both the broadcasting

and telecommunication systems are converged in the end.

It is the suggestion of this study for Taiwan’s policy on digital convergence
that the government has to lift the high degree control of the cable television
operators and to regulate them equally in accordance with the different
electronic media. Secondly, Taiwan government has to carry out the ways in
encouraging the policy of “digital convergence” to upgrade the related

industries. As for mainland China’s policy on triple play, in order to increase the



production value of telecommunication business, the telecommunication
business operators should enhance the content creation in cooperation with the
mobile telecommunication operators and the internet business operators at the

same time.

Keywords: Digital Convergence, Triple Play, Telecommunication Actin

1996, National Communications Commission, Mobile Communications
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