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The Code of Short Message: Comparing the Regulation

in International Countries and R.O.C.

Abstract

In recent years, the growth of the advertisements delivered in mobile message
form has been more apparent than other kinds of advertisements. In contrast with
traditional mass advertisement, they are more convenient, cheaper, and easier to be
sent to target audience. However, to many customers, it has become a nightmare for
the interactive advertisement risks not only customers’ property but also their privacy.
What’s worst, there are some indecent photos in it, which may cause damage to
children who nowadays have more and more chances to expose to cell phone.
Therefore, the code of short message advertisement has become an important issue.

In addition to regulate e-mail, many foreign countries like EU, the Unite States,
Australia, Japan, and South Korea have already considered regulating increasing
mobile phone advertisements. Back to our country, although we have the Draft of
Commercial E-mail Regulation Bill and Personal Information Protection Act, both of
them do not regulate advertisement in e-mail and short message effectively. Besides,
there is still some problems on choosing OPT-OUT or OPT-IN pattern. Take the Draft
of Commercial E-mail Regulation Bill for example, it use the pattern of OPT-OUT,
which means instead of choosing what they want to receive actively, users can only
passively cancel the orders of messages they do not need. According to the official
explanation, this pattern helps small-and-medium-sized enterprises in Taiwan promote
their products. However, for most people, cell phone number is private and they have
to right to refuse to be bothered.

Thus, this article tries to clarify the necessity of regulating the code of using
short message advertisement, compare the ways other countries regulate mobile
message advertisement and provide some appropriate suggestions to regulate mobile
message advertisement.

Keywords: spam, OUT-IN, OUT-OUT, short message
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