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Love Can Conquer Skin Color?
A Study on Interracial Relationship through

Yasmin Ahmad’s Film

Abstract

“It is near to you as your life,
But you can never wholly know it. ” ——Ranbindranath Tagore

The verse by Rabindranath Tagore has been appeared in Malaysia’s late film and
advertisement director, Yasmin Ahmad 2004’s film, Sepet. Perhaps the verse has well
described the psychological border among multi-racial in Malaysia.

Yasmin used to bring out sensitive issues, such as ethnic, religion, social status,
Malay’s priority through her films. Some have criticized Yasmin’s film as desecrate
religion and threaten the local culture; however there are also people who claim Yasmin
as the real symbol of unity.

It is important to think and understand the messages Yasmin trying to convey
through her films. Therefore, this research will first study on how Yasmin interpret
interracial relationship in both her films, Sepet and Talentime. Next, it will also examine
how does the interracial relationship represent real life situation and discuss about the
obstacles that exist in such relationship. Lastly, the research will conclude whether love
and tolerate can overcome ethnic, religion, and cultural border.

Keywords: Sepet, Talentime, Malaysia’ female director, interracial relationship, ethnic
border, Yasmin Ahmad
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