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The Relationship between Nostalgic Drama
and Collective Memory — by a Case of
“Story of Time”

Shu-Min Yang

Abstract

The famous prime time drama which was presented in 2008 — Story of Time, was
telling a story that focused on the culture of the Mainlander. As a third generation of
the Mainlander, the author was deeply touched by the scene it constructed. As a result,
I’'m really curious about how the secondary generations of the Mainlander feel? What
kind of the nostalgic feelings does the drama send? How about their collective

memories?

The research method is semi-structured interviews. The author had interviewed three
women who had watched the drama completely. They were born in Taiwan in
1950s~1960s, and they grew up in the military personnel and dependent's quarters. All

of them are from different districts of Taiwan.

The conclusions are that, firstly, the relationship with others is the most important
factor they care about. It can not only make them get the nostalgic feelings, but get
reflection of life. Secondly, they would be much more careful to view how the drama
constructed the content. Lastly, this drama made them review the past, and it

strengthen the collective memory they have.

Keywords : nostalgia - collective memory ~ the secondary generations of the Mainlander



