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The impact of online game virtual community

on adolescent socialization

Lo Lih-Yun

{ Abstract)

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the experiences of adolescent
participation in the on-line game virtual community, and the impact of the on-line game
virtual community on adolescent socialization.

The methods of this research were based on semi-structural in-depth interview. Six
on-line game adolescent players were interviewed, the gender ratio is 3:3, and they must
have at least 2 years on-line game experiences.

According to the results, the motive of adolescents participating in the on-line game
virtual community includes creating their own community, invitation from their friends,
and increasing the opportunities of making new friends. Secondly, there are diverse
interactive experiences when adolescents participate in different virtual community, and
it could bring benefits and disadvantages simultaneously. Talking about the impact of
the on-line game virtual community on adolescent socialization, personality molding
and social learning are both important directions, and it shows that the participation of
on-line game virtual community could affect adolescent to socialize, however, positive
and negative sides exist at the same time. Therefore, parents, teachers and the authorities
who care about adolescents certainly more concern about these phenomena.

Keywords: on-line game , virtual community, adolescent, socialization



