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The Relationship between Social Capital
and Internet Communication--Study of
Communication Model of College Students

at Hua-Lien

Ming-hsien Lee and Chieh-hua Lu

{ Abstract)

The explosion in computer-mediated communication (CMC) as instant
communication, blogs, chat room, is widely regarded as an exciting opportunity,
especially for youth. Yet the new kind of communication tends to increase or decrease
social capital is unclear. This article explores university’s students at Hualien County
to practice of internet in order to uncover the subtle connections between on-line
communication and youths’ social capital. The analysis is based on a survey and in-

depth interviews with 3 focus groups about their use of internet.

The findings indicate that many college students do build their own social
networks in internet communication. Internet communication is taken to be an
important matter of life. However, most CMCs of students tend to bond, but not bridge

their own social capital.
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