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A Family Communication Pattern And E-generation’ s

Internet Literacy

Abstract
This study used the “socio-oriented” and “concept-oriented ” Family

Communication Pattern (FCP) to discuss the differences of college students’ Internet-
use behavior and Internet literacy (knowledge-oriented, skill-oriented, attitude
oriented) under different family communicative styles. A sample of 466 college
students were analyzed statistically using T-test, One-way ANOVA, Pearson
Correlation and Multiple Regression. The results showed that college students of high
socio-oriented families had higher scores in the socio-oriented part but lower scores
in the attitude-oriented part; college students of high concept-oriented families had
higher scores in the skill-oriented part, the attitude-oriented part, and overall Internet-
use literacy. Furthermore, parents with more education used more concept-oriented
family communicative style while parents with less education used more socio-
oriented family communicative style. Both parents’ educational background and
Internet-use behavior affected college students’ Internet-use behavior and literacy.
Other influential factors included grade, schools attended, parents’ educational

background, and computer resource available.
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