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Abstract

America is a nation of immigrants. More and more immigrants have entered
America and begun a complex process of interaction with the dominant society and
culture. It is important for both the immigrants and host people to understand the
process of adaptation.

Therefore, this study will investigate the effects of the use of uncertainty
reduction (passive, active, and interactive) strategies upon uncertainty reduction and
adaptation as well as the role of internet in uncertainty reduction strategies.

With the higher birth rate and immigration of ethnic groups, as well as increasing
economic and political participation of the “minority” has provided a forum for
immigrants to express their opinions and struggle for their rights. More than 50% of
the new immigrants are from Asia (http://chinesecensus.com/content.asp -
category_id=5699.htm, 2003).

This research will investigate the effects of the use of uncertainty reduction

(passive, active, and interactive) strategies upon uncertainty reduction and adaptation
as well as the role of internet in uncertainty reduction strategies.

This study, used in-depth interview with 30 Chinese immigrants from Taiwan and
China, will explore the following directions: (1) what uncertainty reduction means
with regard to Chinese immigrants’ adaptive experiences; (2) what affects with



attitudes or behaviors toward adaptation; and (3) what is most helpful for them in
adapting to American society.
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