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Daily Life Resistance: Exploring the “TV Turn Off Movement” in

Taiwan from Scott Lash’s “Critique of Information” Perspective

Shiou-Fen Tsai

Since 21st century technology society is characterized by extreme compression,
speed, and fragmentation, sociologist Scott Lash inquires about “Is a critical theory
possible in the contemporary information society?” and proposes a new perspective of
information society critique in his book Critique of Information in 2002. In this
book, Lash illustrates the limitations and inadequacy of traditional critical theories.
Therefore, by processing the information critique from his viewpoint, we should
abandon the traditional rationalism or transcendental theories, and enter into the
situation of “daily life” (or “forms of life”), to reorganize and present the various
meanings of information society phenomenon. However, since the relevant practical
research or empirical study of this perspective is still scarce, this study presents the
“TV turn off movement,” initiated by Taiwan’s civil society from 2004 to 2006, as an
example, to examine the adequacy of Lash’s perspective and propose some

suggestions to certain aspects of Lash’s discourses and viewpoints.

Although some media reformers in Taiwan generally support the “TV turn off
movement,” they are still keenly concerned about “turn off TV” itself as a “goal”
which may not be able to fundamentally transform media environment. Hence, these
reformers advocate that the “TV turn off movement” should fix its position as a

“strategy” of media reformation instead of a simple “goal” of turning off the TV.

In light of such arguments, this study first adopts Lash’s theory to analyze the
differing characteristics of the “TV turn off movement” and traditional media
reformation. It then uses this theory to comprehend the problem and dilemma of
positioning the movement as a “strategy” of media reformation. Secondly, using the
example of the “TV turn off movement,” this study quotes from the discourses on “the
usage of TV technology” by Raymond Williams, to explore and critique the viewpoint
of “daily life critique” surpassing “rationalism or transcendental critique” which is
proposed by Lash. Furthermore, this study also proposes to amend portions of

Lash’s discourses.

Key words: Critique of Information ~ TV turn off movement -~ critical theory ~ the

uses of technology ~ daily life
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